[Significance of immunocomplexes and complement in renal transplantation. Preliminary data].
The authors have measured circulating immune complexes (ic) and some components (C1q, C4, C3 and properdin factor B) in 87 serum samples obtained during the follow-up of five renal transplantation. Results showed high serum levels of ic with normal renal function of the graft especially in one patient, and an increase of the values in some rejection crises. The behaviour of the complement system was variable for the different components, while frequently low properdin factor B serum levels were noticed in some renal transplantations during the normal function of the graft and during the rejection crisis. In conclusion, the Authors report that a) high levels of ic can be seen also in grafts with normal function and their presence may be correlated with viral infections; b) an increase of ic during the rejection crisis is due to humoral immune response; c) the reduction of C3 and C1q associated to an increase of ic has been frequently seen, and finally; d) the low levels of properdin factor B show a probable intervention of the alternative complement pathway in the rejection crisis.